KINDERGARTEN Year A
Quarter 1 #8

NOAH BUILDS
AN ARK
We can walk with God like Enoch and Noah
did by always remembering that God is near
and by always choosing to do what will
make Him happy.

Sunday

A

dam and Eve lived a long time after Cain killed
Abel. In fact, Adam lived 930 years and had
many children. And when those children grew
up and married, they had many children, too. Soon
there were thousands of people.
But something was making God sad. Most people
did not love and obey Him.
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They were doing things that hurt themselves and others. Adam and Eve were sad, too, and so were all the
people who loved God.
Men who loved God did their best to help people
make right choices. One of them was named Enoch.
Adam was still alive when Enoch was born, and Adam
told Enoch about the first sin and God’s promise to
send His Son to die.
When Enoch grew up, he had a son named Methuselah. As Enoch looked into his precious little boy’s
face, his heart was filled with love for him. He didn’t
want anything to hurt his son. Then Enoch thought
about God. God must love His Son very much, too.
Surely God the Father didn’t want anything to hurt
God the Son. So why would He let Him die for us?
Enoch realized that God must love people very much,
or He would never let His own precious Son die for
them.

Monday

E

noch was understanding more about God’s wonderful love, and he talked to people about the
things he was learning. He begged people to
change their wicked ways. He told them that God
would gladly forgive and help them. But most people
didn’t even want to listen to him.
The Bible says that after Enoch’s son was born,
“Enoch walked with God.” What does that mean? It
means that Enoch did not try to do things his own
way. Instead, he obeyed God and loved His law. He
did things that would make God happy. He did not
hurt others, but was kind and gentle. And Enoch
loved to pray.
What happened after Enoch had walked with God
for three hundred years? Genesis 5:24. How wonderful that God took him to live in heaven! And that’s
where Enoch is today.
The people who lived in Enoch’s time were very

tall and strong, and most of
them were very wicked. They
did whatever they wanted.
They built big, fancy houses
and worshiped idols they had
made. They were mean and
cruel. They hurt and killed one
another, and stole whatever
they wanted. People were only
getting worse and worse. What
does the Bible say God saw
when He looked at the people?
Genesis 6:5.
God wouldn’t let them keep
on sinning like that. He would
stop their terrible wickedness.
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any years had gone by
since God had made the world. Almost everyone was very wicked. God had sent men to
help them, but most people had not listened. How did
God feel about what was happening? Genesis 6:6.
God knew that to be loving and fair, He would
have to stop wickedness from spreading anymore. He
decided to send a big flood over the whole world. Water would cover all the houses, the land, and even the
tallest hills. It would wash away all the idols and the
people who worshiped them.
God loved those people, and He wanted to warn
them before the Flood would come. He needed a good
man to help Him, and He chose Noah. What was
Noah like? Verse 9.
God knew that Noah would do whatever He asked
him to do, so He told Noah about His plans.
Would the Flood destroy all the animals and people? No. That’s why God told Noah to build an ark—a
very big, strong boat. God told him exactly how to
build it. He told him to use very strong wood, because
the Flood would be a terrible storm of wind and rain.
He also told Noah to build one big door in the side of
the ark and to make rooms in it for people and animals. Everyone who went into the ark would be safe
from the Flood.
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od had told Noah that He would send a flood of
water to cover the world. But He said the Flood
wouldn’t come right away. Noah would have 120
years to build the ark and warn the people. That was a

long time. But Noah had a lot
of work to do.
Strong workmen cut trees
and made them into boards.
Others put the boards together and sealed them so
the ark wouldn’t leak. Noah
made sure they followed
God’s directions exactly.
Genesis 6:13, 14.
While the ark was being
built, Noah warned the
people about what was going to happen. His grandfather Methuselah and
other people who loved
God also helped to build
the ark and preach to
the people. These people
died before the Flood. But as long as they lived, they
warned people to confess their sins and change before
it was too late.
God loved all those wicked people, and He was giving them lots of time to be sorry for their sins and
choose to obey God. If they would go into the ark,
they would be safe from the Flood.
But most people didn’t believe God’s warning. After
all, it had never rained before. They just laughed and
laughed. But Noah kept obeying God and building
the ark and preaching. He really believed what God
said, didn’t he?
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inally, the 120 years had passed, and the ark was
finished. Noah and his sons had put plenty of
food in it for both people and animals. The terrible flood would begin very soon.
For the last time, Noah begged the people to believe what God said and come into the ark. But the
people only laughed at him. They had decided not to
obey God.
Suddenly the laughing stopped. Something strange
was happening. Animals were coming toward the ark,

walking two by two. The clean animals came in groups of sevens.
They came out of the woods, across the fields, and quietly went
through the door into the ark. Birds came, too, flying through
the door into the ark. For seven days, the animals and birds kept
coming, led by angels that no one could see.
Then what did God say to Noah? Genesis 7:1. Eight people
obeyed God and went into the ark—Noah, his wife, his three
sons, and their wives. Noah was glad that his family believed
and obeyed God. Then God shut the door of the ark. Noah, his
family, and the animals were safe inside the ark.
Outside the ark, the crowd of wicked people started a big
celebration. They made fun of God, and laughed at Noah, his
family, and the animals that had gone into the ark. The people
were sure that Noah had been wrong.
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or seven days, it didn’t rain. The people outside the ark kept
laughing at Noah and his warning. But Noah and his family patiently waited inside the ark, knowing for sure that
the Flood would come just as God had said. What happened
after the seventh day? Genesis 7:10, 11.
On the eighth day, dark clouds started to cover the sky.
Lightning flashed and thunder roared. The people had never
seen anything like that before, and they were terrified. Had
Noah been right after all?
Huge raindrops began to fall, and water shot up out of the
ground. The people outside the ark watched
as the terrible storm
ruined their beautiful
houses and idols. Do
you think they were
laughing at Noah now?
Oh, no! They were very
afraid and tried to get
into the ark. But it was
too late.
Some of the people
ran to the top of the highest hills to get away from
the water. Others climbed
tall trees. But finally the
water covered everything,
and all the wicked people
were gone. If only they had
obeyed while there was time to confess their sins and go into
the ark!
But inside the ark, Noah and his family and all the animals
were safe. Why were they safe? Because they had obeyed God
and gone into the ark, and God had sent angels to take care of
them. How happy Noah and his family were that they had done
what God said!

MEMORY VERSE

“By faith Noah … prepared an ark
for the saving of his household.”
Hebrews 11:7
I studied my lesson and practiced my memory verse today.
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MY PRAYER

Dear God, I want to walk with You like
Enoch and Noah did. I want to love
You most of all, and gladly do what
will make You happy. In Jesus’ name,
amen.

THINK TIME

Can we walk with God like Enoch and
Noah did? How?
Should we ever make fun of or laugh
at God’s preachers?
Should you listen when your parents
say you are doing something wrong?
What should you do when you have
done something wrong? Should you
wait until later to say, “I’m sorry”?
Will God forgive us when we pray and
tell Him we are sorry?
Does God love everyone—even
people who are very wicked?
The world is very wicked now. What
can we do to help people know that
Jesus is coming soon?

s FURTHER STUDY

Genesis 5–7
Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 80–104
The Story of Redemption, pp. 57–69
The Bible Story, vol. 1, pp. 91–115
Daily podcast
startingwithjesus.com

BOODLE GETS CAUGHT

Part 8. By Amy Sherrard

ommy had told Dena and Sherry to never give food to Boodle when they
were eating at the table, so Boodle never learned to beg like some dogs
do. She loved to please people, and sometimes in the kitchen Dena or
Sherry would give her something she didn’t really like.

“Boodle, eat it up,” they would command her.
“It’s good for you.”
Boodle would sniff it and turn her head away. “Eat
it up,” they would say again. And finally she would
pick it up and swallow it in one big gulp. Dena and
Sherry would tell her what a good dog she was, and
she would be as happy as if they had given her a favorite doggie treat.
Later, when the family moved to the Philippines,
for breakfast everyone usually had a big slice of delicious papaya along with lots of
other fruit. Sometimes a slice
of that good papaya would
be missing from a plate.
Where could it have
gone? No one knew for
sure.
Then one morning
Mommy went into the
dining room early, and at
that very moment, a piece of
papaya disappeared over the edge
of the table. She knew at once who had done it.
“Boodle, come here,” she called; and poor Boodle
knew Mommy wasn’t happy. She quickly swallowed
the papaya—skin and all—and then slowly went
around the table for the scolding she knew she deserved.
After that, their helper put the papaya where Boodle couldn’t reach it.
But while the family was still in Singapore, Boo-

dle’s mouth got her into big
trouble one day. The family had bought a little snowwhite parakeet, and also a nice
big cage for it. They wanted it
to be able to fly around sometimes, so Mommy learned how
to clip the feathers on its wings
so it couldn’t fly so high that they couldn’t catch it.
It took quite a while to decide on a name for their
new little pet. One time, Sherry said, “It’s so darling.”
“That’s what we’ll call her,” Dena said right away.
“We’ll call her Darling.” So Darling was her name
from then on.
Boodle was very interested in Darling. One day
when the girls let Darling out of her cage, she flew
right over Boodle’s head. Instantly, Boodle jumped
up and caught the bird in her mouth. Everyone saw
it happen, and everyone screamed at once. They were
sure their precious pet had been killed.
Boodle froze with Darling still in her mouth, and
Mommy went to see if she could get her out. “Give
her to me,” she told Boodle while the girls held their
breath. Boodle opened her mouth at once and let
Mommy take Darling out. She hadn’t been hurt at
all.
Everyone had forgotten that Boodle was a spaniel,
and spaniels are bird dogs that can easily catch birds
without killing them. Boodle couldn’t understand
why there was so much excitement, but she knew she
must never touch Darling again. And she never did.

Additional resources: nature lessons, activities, music, Bible lessons, Scripture memory, and more.
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Boodle lived with the Sherrard family who were missionaries in Singapore and the Philippines.

